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USA TABLIGH PLAN

“O Messenger!  Convey to the people what has been revealed to thee from Thy Lord “ …..Holy Quran Surah Maidah 5:68

Calling to the way of Allah
 Summary of Khalifatul Masih Khamiss Khutba of June 4th 2004

Huzuraba delivered today’s Friday Sermon at the opening session of Holland’s 24th Jalsa Salana at Nunspeet. 

Choosing the subject of ‘calling to the way of Allah’ Huzuraba recited verse 34 of Surah Ha Mim Sajdah (41:34) and said that it is most pleasing to Allah when His servants call His creation towards Him, freeing them from the trap of Satan. 

Huzuraba said it is a particular Divine grace on the Ahmadis that they have been enabled to belong to the people of the ‘perfect guide’, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be on him) as well as the Community of his true devotee the Promised Messiah (on whom be peace). Along with this supreme privilege comes the great responsibility, in light of the hadith that enjoins to like for others what one likes for oneself, to take the message of truth to all the Muslims of the world who are lost in their wait for the Mahdi and who are ensnared by the avaricious mullah. Ahmadis should have compassion for all humanity and in particular for Muslims and should feel compelled to take them out of the darkness and into the light of truth, especially in view of the current precarious world situation. 

Huzuraba related that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be on him) likened the guiding of one person to the right path by someone to be better than him/her acquiring thoroughbred red camels. 

Citing many excerpts from the writings of the Promised Messiah (on whom be peace) Huzuraba said a serious approach needs to be adopted for carrying Allah’s message to the world. Today we are not to defend Islam with force; rather it is the requisite of the time that we spend our wealth and time for the cause of faith, to utilize the treasures of arguments and proofs that the Promised Messiah (on whom be peace) has given us to further this cause. Huzuraba said today we have the blessing of MTA through which not only the message of Islam reaches the corners of the earth, it is also a source of education for those of us who feel a lack of religious knowledge. Huzuraba said each Ahmadi no matter where he/she lives in the world should make it obligatory on themselves to devote one or two weeks twice a year in taking the message of Islam to people. He counselled to turn to God and to do this task with sincerity rather than consider it as a target reaching exercise. 

was to dedicate oneself for the cause of God; Huzuraba prayed that may we be able to do this with real ardour as well as with a flair of wisdom and sagacity. 

Huzuraba cited verse 126 of Surah Al Nahl (16:126) and explained that diverse people are of different dispositions and this should be kept in mind when taking Allah’s message to them, it should be done in accordance to their outlook, employing wisdom. Huzuraba further explained that ‘wisdom’ does not denote to conceal something due to cowardice, rather as Hadhrat Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) stated that one should convey the message in conformity with the mental state of the other person. 

Huzuraba said it is our good fortune that we have discovered the real truth and that we need to pay great attention in taking this message to everyone. 

Citing verse 3 of Surah Al Saff (61:3) Huzuraba stressed the importance of having no discrepancy between one’s words and deeds. Huzuraba said Allah is the Knower of the unseen and we cannot ever deceive Him, for this, he said we need to continually analyse ourselves. 

Huzuraba urged all office holders of the Community, all life-devotees, each man, woman, child to present themselves as a model to the world. He urged people to take the message of truth to like-minded people, cultivator-to-cultivator, lawyer-to-lawyer, doctor-to-doctor etc. 

Huzuraba enjoined to seek forgiveness of Allah for all our weaknesses and negligence and to supplicate to Him to enable us to honour the rights of Allah, the rights of mankind and to be able to discharge of our duties. 

In conclusion Huzuraba prayed that may we be enabled to achieve these.

FROM: H.K.M. IV (ATBA), 7/26/91 - INTERNATIONAL TABLIGH SEMINAR, ISLAMABAD, TILFORD, SURREY, U.K. (ENGLISH)

The plan of the Islamic Victory must be implemented Methodically, Scientifically and Painstakingly along with Wisdom and Prayers.

Every Ahmadi Muslim who has promised to win a true Muslim needs to be constantly reminded reminded of the task and given assistance.

Deep personal conviction and commitment is most essential.  You have to be totally devoted to the task of Preaching as if you were driven by madness.

The Holy Prophet of Islam (saws) was the ultimate Master of the Art of Preaching, look at the verdict of the people around him.  They called him a madman.  He had forgotten all personal interests.

What is required of you is the Spirit of Spiritual Madness and Sense of Urgency in conveying the message of Islam because the world is losing the Battle of its Survival.

You have accepted me as your Spiritual Leader in all earnestness.  You must try to follow me in all these matters because I am following the Holy Prophet of Islam (saws).

Each one of you must work as a Cell of Curd, which has the quality of transforming the milk around it no matter what the odds may be against it.  It is made to be Victorious.  The Natural Law cannot be reversed.  Acquired that the quality of curd in you.

Improve the Quality of Ahmadis around you.  Only then can you change the Quality of Life elsewhere.  An Ahmadi who is unable to improve the Quality of Life of those around him/her is not fit to change the Quality of Life of those who are not Ahmadies.

Circular Number: Tabligh 2004-14.

June 30,2004

To: All Presidents,Missionaries and Tabligh Secretaries

Assalamu ‘alaikum wa rahmatullah

Tabligh Plan Addendum

In addition to guidelines that are already being implemented towards Tabligh the following 4 points are to be used for developing your contacts.

1. Look for People with whom you can develop a regular contact via Friendship:

a. Develop contacts into  friendship (the rule of thumb is that you need 15 or more solid contacts to get one Ba`iat!)

b. Share views

c. Invite them for a snack or meal (the idea is to attach them to you in a cordial friendly manner)

2. When these friends have become interested in you and express interest in Islam encourage them to be part of our regular activities. 

3. Later explain to them the benefit of making financial sacrifice and encourage them to make monthly contributions based on whatever amount they desire to contribute. (note: this is intended to gauge their sincerity and foster commitment) 

4. Even later encourage them to do ba`iat and become voting members etc.

Please present these additional guidelines to all members to help encourage their Tabligh efforts.  

Wassalam,

Ahsanullah Zafar
This plan is based on the advice given in prior Khutbas and addresses by Hazrat Khalifutal Masih Rabeh Rahmatulaah Allai. References with quotes are attached.  Hazur is very specific.
Preaching is the prime responsibility of the Aamla and the Ameer (President) is the brain behind this. This and other references in italics mentioned below are from Hazrat Khalifutal Rabeh Rahmatulaah Allai..  Plans pertain to local Tabligh effort unless mentioned otherwise.
'Dawat Ilallah is, in fact an individual effort'


This plan has 6 basic points

1.  Preplanning

2.  Analyze Data

3. Implementation


4. Training

5. Continuous follow-up

6. Listen and obey the directives of the Khalifa (aba)

I.
PRE-PLANNING
('Observe prayer at each stage of preaching')
Offer Tahajjad prayer before embarking on this plan and throughout.

Hazur has reminded us to have faith and confidence in prayers. Be very concerned for lack of success in Tabligh. 

STEP 1 DATA COLLECTION


‘The most important task, the fundamental, the very first pre-requisite of planning is fact finding’.

Information required is of Ahmadis & the society you live in.

This should be developed/obtained by members chosen by the president from the Tabligh Committee.  They will be directed by the local general secretary with help from financial secretary/vice-president. (The composition of the Tabligh committee is mentioned below in step 2. )

There will be an oversight committee comprising of the president and vice president (if this exists in the local jamaat) to ensure the Tabligh committee executes the plan.

Develop a DATABASE for Data Collected

‘The most important task, the fundamental, the very first pre-requisite of planning is fact-finding.  All the facts possible should be collected.’  

‘What I mean is that the entire data should be rotated and looked at from different angles.’ 

Data on ethnic minorities must be obtained in detail. Info must be taken in deep detail.

Demographic distribution of ethnic group must be made.

Also get data on immigrants.  (As in Portugal: an African provided a list on which a vast amount of work could be done.  Ahmadi contacts from Africa, meeting place to discuss mutual matters could be made.  Those could be utilized to bring more contacts.)

Find out about ethnic groups: as to who are taking more interest.  Find out the ways that will make contacts more effective.  Keep an eye on their progress and have answers ready for their questions when you meet them.

The details to be gathered are outlined below: The information needs to be thorough and accurate. As database computer program will be available.  The information can be loaded on to this database program enabling searches when required.  This program should also be mailed to the National Tabligh Secretary.

Hazrat Khalifutal Masih Rabeh Rahmatulaah Allai. Stated:

‘The most important task, the fundamental, the very first pre-requisite of planning is fact-finding.  All the facts possible should be collected.’  

‘What I mean is that the entire data should be rotated and looked at from different angles.
DATA REGARDING AHMADEES

QUESTIONAIRRE  

NAME______________________________

Ansar 
Khuddam
Atfal

JAMAAT___________________________

Lajna
Nasirat

ETHNIC BACKGROUND: _____________________American  Other:__________________________

NATIONALITY:_____________________________________

PROFESSION: (please state in detail e.g. Physician, specializes in cardiology; small business owner of gas station, High Tech specialist in programming)

 ___________________________________________________________________

STUDENT: Grade_________ 

College Students: Semester______________ Major:_______________

What Language do you speak: English Urdu Arabic Other:  _____________________ 

What is your means of transportation? Public transportation Car  Other:______________


How would you rate your Communication skills? 

A=Excellent B= Very Good  C= Good  D= Poor
Speaking:

A  
B  
C 
D

Written
:
A  
B  
C 
D

TIME AVAILABLE: 

Any time  Weekends Weekdays____________  Nights__________ (be specific)

How Many Hours and when_______________________________________________


Leadership skills:
A  
B  
C 
D

PRIOR SUCCESS IN BAI’ATS: number of Baiat’s_______________

Confidential information to be provided by Local Amila:

CHANDA PAYING STATUS
A  
B  
C 
D

ACTIVE IN JAMAAT

A
B
C
D

ENTHUSIASM (in general)

A  
B  
C 
D

ENTHUSIASM (for jamaat)
A  
B  
C 
D

DATA REGARDING SOCIETY

a. Demographics-population analysis by age group, race, sex 

b. Divide into 4-5 or more sections according to ethnicity and concentration of people

c. Ethnic background

d. Religious background

e. Students populations in high school, colleges

f. Their backgrounds as above (a)

g. Types of students i.e. technology, engineering, medical etc

h. Religious courses taught and where

I. number and names of colleges

j. habits of above sections and subsections of populations

k.Media outlets

Step 2 Analyze Collected Data

‘After you collect this data, a light will evolve from this data, which will lead you to best planning. ‘So data, or in other words- facts of life , is light.  And without light how can you plan?’


1)
Mass Mailings are not good.  Trash mail is thrown away.  In Religion, world takes least interest.  They ask: why lose old contacts?  Ask this person who besides you lives here from other countries? Have you tried to make contact with them?

2) You will have to go into more detail on their answers: what answers were received from different nationalities?  Questions on personal interest must be asked.  Secy tblgh develops expertise to answers questions.  His team also develops it.

3)
For example, present souvenirs of similar ethnic groups as to how much the Jamaat has honored their leaders.  They will start liking you.  You must have vast knowledge on matters of these interests.  Many Chinese meet me.  I find facts about their countries.  Problems lead to social or national character.  They find my interest in their country.  This leads to Confucianism.  These ideas lead to matters in depths. I have shared my topics with you.  I receive many such things from all over the world.  They send me books.  I do not keep it to myself miserly.  I share it with you all and this knowledge becomes like a river.

4)
Secy tblgh has to know facts about ethnic groups: their demographic descriptions.  These matters have a deep affect on tblgh.  Through this the audience comes to know common grounds between them and you. 

You will first have to take in matters of interest to them.  You will have to test areas through conversation to find areas of their interest: their ideas, pains and problems.

5)
Secy tblgh has to take deep interest in these matters.  We have literature on all ethnic groups Secy tblgh must know all this.  They must know all these matters.
Tabligh Planning Committee

This needs to be a widely based membership to include Daellah, local aamla, and auxiliary tabligh secretaries. 

‘Now it is not necessary that each member of that planning committee must get together in every meeting. Some would come to one meeting and some in another.’ 

‘And after the collection of data, make a thorough planning of how people should be approached, again, with a very special stress on youth.  We want the future of the country in our hands and not the past.’

’So go for capturing the youth, everywhere.’

According to Hazur (ra)the task of the committee is to :

· Analyze data …after analysis of data, plan thoroughly how to approach people, especially youth

Regional Tabligh Planning Committee will be established and do the following:

· gather data on a regional level

· supervise and monitor local plans.  (Please see below.)

· Membership of the Regional tabligh committee will comprise of the Presidents and Tabligh 

· Secretaries.  Periodic (monthly) teleconference will be held to go over the information stated above. 

While planning, it is critical to keep in mind Hazur’s advice (attached).   One particular Hazur has adivised is to allocate work according to the individual’s capacity.  Everyone has strengths.  These should be recognized and encouraged.  e.g. some will be better in preaching to Pakistanis, some to African-Americans etc. Some are  better at speeches etc

Also, Aamla has to discuss Tabligh as first item on the agenda. This should be reported to Tabligh Secretary who will forward to Ameer.

At each meeting the following issues are to be discussed:

· Review and evaluate Tabligh efforts and see its results

· Report new Da'een Illallah

· Determine how many Da'een Ilallah are weak or do not know how to conduct Tabligh

· Da'een need to be  helped by the Aamila to become effective Da'een.

 Remove their weaknesses
(See Dai’Illallah Registration Form to help in this regard)
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Dai’Illallah Registration Form
Contact Information

Jamaat: 

Jamaat President:  

National I.D. number:  



Tanzeem (circle one):    Ansar    Khuddam    Lajna    Atfal     Nasrat

Name:  


Address:  

City: 

State: 

Zip: 

E-Mail address: 

Telephone: 
(
)

Occupation: 


Tabligh Information

Area of tabligh you feel best qualified for (check all that apply):

___  One-to-one tabligh
___  Literature distribution

___  Public speaking
___  Training

___  Writing articles
___  Developing tabligh audio or video tapes

___  Bookstalls
___  Other

If other, provide a description of the tabligh activity:  


Pledge

____ 
Yes, I have listened to the Friday Sermon  (06/04/2004) of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Khamis (aba) about Tabligh

____ 
Yes, I say Labaik to the Call of my Imam, “Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Khamis (aba)”.

____Yes, I will give at least 14 days out of 365 days  (in one year) of my time for the purpose of Tabligh
I, hereby, make a sincere intention to become an active Da’Illallah and to fulfill the call that has been placed upon me by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V.

Signature:


Date:


STEP 3 Implementation

President, Tabligh secretary and aamla must take personal interest in these matters.

Involve the young particularly.  Services of old retirees may also be utilized. Effort will need to be expended to recruit and train volunteers. 

A little effort is needed in the early stages.  Later, it will start moving very speedily, as in the creation of the Heavens and the Earth.  

Obtain and share information intelligently.

Do not just prepare a simple listing, rather find out whether that list serves it's final goal.  If not, there is some problem. 

If results are not obtained that scheme is not good.

‘Pray a lot for yourself and your fellow servers of faith that may the Almighty Allah grant you all supreme wisdom.  The wisdom which the Holy Qur-an expects from a believer, such wisdom, may Allah our of his favour bestow upon you and may your invitation unto Allah be successful, be fruitful and not remain just an effort but be result oriented endeavour’
Objectives to be implemented in each Jamatt

a. Devlope resource libraries

b. Literature Distribution

c. Da'een Training

A resource library in each Jamaat needs to be established.  This should be done by the Audio-Video Secretary or other appropriate individual appointed by the President.  Communication needs to occur with the Center The Audio-Video Secretary should find  out what tabligh resources are available and how to distribute them.
The center should provide a list of resources available for local use.  This would include books, audio-video-cassettes etc.  Suitability for type of person should be indicated (for internal reference use only).  For example, Hazur has mentioned Philosophy of Teachings of Islam is especially useful for learned people. 

Using the above database, suitability for different persons could be established nationally. 

A catalogue of the audio and videocassettes and books is to be established and distributed to the Da’een.  A form and/or computer database program will be developed.  This needs to be constantly updated and organized.  This is not a one off item. Once this is done, any particular needs should be apparent and needs pursued and made available, if possible.  

‘All preachers must be aware of the literature available, written, audio and video cassettes , so these can be used appropriately and in time.’

Literature Distribution

Younger volunteers can  place literature in libraries and they should be utilized for this purpose. Small, attractive brochures about our literatures must be prepared.

Audience, like embassies, must be informed about our literature.

Lack of knowledge about our literature must be removed through the President,  

Tabligh Secretary and Aamla.

It is important to know the quality of literature available and when to use it.

Enough copies of displayed literature must be available for visitors.

Simple publication of a list is not sufficient.  Information must be spread regularly

 and wisely, in piece meal, to get feed back, on regular basis.

Training has to be practical.. This should be performed preferably by individuals who have success in Tabligh efforts and by the Tabligh secretary.  A mock training can be set up followed by a mentoring process in the field. 

‘Preachers who have a good track record must be assigned to a group of volunteers to train them is the proper method of preaching… supervision and repeated examination or check up is essential.’

 ‘Preaching requires training.  More lectures will not train anybody.  Practical training is essential.’

While training, it is critical to remember Hazur’s advice on methods of gaining contacts and performing Tabligh

• ‘You have been created with the sole purpose of conquering nations with love compassion and prayers for these nations.’’..always preach with such sincerity’

• ‘If you treat them (people you come across) with love and sincerity, they will immediately take interest in you. The contacts thus developed could then be expanded for Tabligh.’

•’explain slowly to them why you are different from others.’

‘• let them take interest in your person, then convert that personal interest into interest for Jamaa.’t

• ‘win heart first rather than mind

• ‘always behave with utmost humility and humbleness.’

• ‘always be polite when you speak and compassionate in your heart.’


•’ become person of excellent morals.’


• ‘make a habit to observe prayer at each stage of preaching.’

For further advice, please see attached points from Hazur’s November 1991 Friday Sermons.  These should be reviewed as part of the training process of the Da’een.  It is suggested a training day be held to go over these points. Then a practical demonstration should be held, first a mock demonstration within the mission house/mosque then in smaller groups in the field.

CONTINUOUS FOLLOW UP

Supervise constantly with repeated examination or check up.  

‘Get volunteers (manpower you need to work).  Train them, supervise them and periodically check the work and outcome.’ 

‘I expect from each Ahmadi that he should get involved in Tabligh and should grow a crop of his own and seek spiritual fruits.  

Tabligh Secretary should follow up regularly with his team members through individual and personal contact with them.

Da’een should be checked by the Tabligh secretary and/ Aamla to become effective Da’een.  They should go over the difficulties they have had in Tabligh and how to improve the situation and resolve the problems.  This can be done in an individual and/or on a collective basis. 

Nationally


*Tabligh Secretary and designated Regional Committee member will call local  Tabligh Secretaries weekly to monitor their progress.  Aim should be to call them at least  twice a month.   

Locally


Continuous reminders and follow-ups are needed.  Persistent hard work is essential.’  ‘You, the office bearers of the Jama’at have to see your Jama’ats on a daily basis.’

The President will call at least one aamla member every day who will detail 

their tabligh activity.  In turn aamla member has to call one other person 

every day who should detail their tabligh activity.  The phone call should be 

in the spirit of encouraging members to perform Tabligh, to check their 

progress, and to offer help in the process.   The phone calls should be in the 

spirit of service and not a ‘commanding’ manner.

A list of Tabligh contacts will be maintained and the list forwarded to Tabligh secretary monthly.  The aim is to increase the number of active Tabligh contacts. Tabligh report to be submitted to President and National Tabligh Secretary

Listen and obey the directives of the Khalifa (aba)

“The essence of my life’s experience is that if you take the instructions of the Khalifa seriously and sincerely, regardless of whether you understand it fully or not, your efforts will be abundantly blessed.  But if you disregard the Khalifa’s instructions, you will lose all blessings.”  FS  11-6-87
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