Sermon Harzat Khalifa-tul-Massih IV 1982

The day when Hazrat Khalifa tul Massih the third was elected as the Khalifa, I saw him sitting - deep in his thoughts. On his face - I could see a certain peace, and at the same time I could also see extreme grief. He addressed me and said, Tahir, there are two streams of feelings flowing in my heart right now. One is of peace which God has granted me, and one is of grief which is indescribable. Yet they are flowing in complete accord with one another without any contradictions. This may seem impossible but today, I feel that my heart is experiencing the same condition.

I find myself in the same state. On one hand I feel extreme grief. I was but only a small little servant of the Khilfat-e-Ahmadiyya. And as I was stepping on this stage today, I recalled my previous status and my heart became filled with fear. But I submit to God’s will with humility, and I now stand before you today on this stage.

Memories Hazrat Khalifa tul Massih the 3rd are not going to fade away that easily. Inshallah, we will continue to speak of his memories. I want to share with you just one incident from his last days. A couple of days before his demise, Hazoor told to Appa Tahira: I conversed with my Rab about many things in these last four days. I said to my Lord, My Allah, if you are pleased with taking me away, then I am also pleased with your will. But, if I am permitted to see the projects I have undertaken to completion, then it will just be your favor to me.

Just as Khalifa salas accepted and submitted to the will of God. In the same way, today, our whole jamaat accepts and bows in submission to the will of God as well. May Allah bless our qualities of patience and submission and teach us to always be pleased with his will. Because, the very aim of establishing khilafat is to establish the unity of Allah and this is a promise that Allah has made himself in the Holy Quran. It is a promise that can never to broken, overcome or could ever change. It says in the Quran in Al-nur:56 that that reward of Khilafat, which is the highest reward that will be given to you is that you will worship me alone, and will not associate partners with me, and that you will continue to glorify me. So this is the reward that has been promised to the Jamaat Ahmadiyya. 
If you reflect on this, it will explain the reason we can feel grief while at the same time continue to glorify God and continue to be grateful to him and feel security and be at peace. There is no other community in the world that can even come close to what Jamaat Ahmadiyya has achieved in this regard.

A living miracle of the Promised Messiah, which prevails over all kinds of objections that are raised against the Jamaat, is the very founding of the Ahmadiyya community, it is the training of the Ahmadiyya community, and it is the manners of the Ahmadiyya Community, and it is the qualities of the Ahmadiyya community, which are such that cannot be found anywhere in the world. There is such love and passion and devotion that enviable and one begins to fear for the community. So firmly is the Jamaat established on Tauheed by the grace of God that there is no counterpart. This is what will protect the community from any misfortunes. God has ingrained such qualities as the firm faith in Tauheed in its very nature that this community is always prepared to face any challenge and now nothing can defeat it. 
People can take all sorts of measures to safegaurd against troubles but they can never ensure peace and security. Only Allah provides peace and security according to Al-Nur 56. Only he can remove fear and it is beyond the power of man. While it is wise to always take necessary measures to avoid troubles but one must acknowledge that the will of God will always prevail.  So it is the absolute trust that our community puts in Allah that will never let the Khilafa-e-Ahmadiyya to ever be destroyed. God will always keep it strong, he will make is live forever, it will remain young, fragrant and become like the shjrai-tayaba about which God promises in chapter Ibrahim verse 25 that this is a good tree those root is deep and firm and whose branches reach into the heaven. And there is no power or storm on earth that can uproot this tree. It has its branches reaching up to the heavens and close to its lord and it is a tree that remains evergreen. And according to the Quran, it continues to bear fruit with the grace and command of only God and it is not contaminated with the desires of this world.

This was a scene, of a tree planted by God, that the Ahmadiyya community has seen with their own eyes and experienced with their own hearts in the last few days. This was a scene that has forced the souls to acknowledge the existence and power of God and prostrate before him and made them sing his praises. 
Therefore while we have experienced pain and grief we have also felt gratefulness, and we continue to feel both of them inshallah for some time to come. But, there is a certain aspect of this praise and gratefulness to Allah that should last forever. It is not associated with any particular person. It has nothing to do with any previous Khalifa, it is not connected with me and it is also not linked with any future khalifa. It is the gratefulness that is associated with the institution of Khilafat itself. This is the sense of gratefulness that must never die in us inshallah in order to keep the institution of Khilafat alive forever. God explains this in the verse of Surah Al-Nur verse 56 that listen, God does promise you that he will make you his successors, but there are some responsibilities on you as well. This promise has been to only those people who believe in God and do good works. Therefore, as long as our community remains righteous, which we pray that is does so forever and for which we will keep striving for with patience have full faith in Allah, then Allah will also keep his promise to us forever. And khilafat e ahmadiyya will always continue to shine with its full glory to be that same shajra tayaba whose branches are in the heavens.

There is also, one more aspect to which I would like to bring your attention to. Whenever there is an occasion for parting and saying of good byes or when there is an occasion to greet someone, people usually like to make vows. Sometimes these vows are exaggerated statements, but  as far as the traditions of the Jamaat e Ahmadiyya are concerned, I am convinced, there is absolutely no question of any exaggerations, in fact the dilema this jamaat usually finds itself in is that it cannot find words to express its true emotions. The community always tries to express its true emotions as best it can, and we will inshallah do the same this time. To one we are saying farewell to another we are welcoming with open hearts. But there is one aspect I wanted to point you to and it is that I would like to see a change in the kind of vows we make. In spite of the fact that we always express our true feelings but it is still sort of only an outward display of affection. The greatness of Jamaat-e-Ahmdiyya demands more from us. We should instead make our resolutions with something like this:

O you who is leaving us, we will inshallah keep your good memories alive. We will keep all those good works going that you started with full sincerity and resolve, drawing strength from God. We will our blood to the last drop, to put color to your beautiful and good works which you started for the pleasure of God. And even though you did not get the opportunity to draw satisfaction from seeing them completed, O our master, you will inshallah find satisfaction in the next world when we will complete all these works for you. This is a promise we make with you, or rather we make a promise to your memory. In fact, the truth is that the true promise we make is to our Rab alone who is the true everlasting being and a mere human carries no meaning.

So if you want to make resolutions, they should be made with this kind of a promise. And if you want make resolutions to welcome someone to display your sincerity, then make them like this:

O who is comming, We wash away our sins from our hearts and fill them with the light of Taqwa. And we invite you to enter our hearts which are alight with the love of Allah. And we make a promise with you that we will put into practice the teachings of Islam, which we cannot accomplish without the blessings of Allah. So we do this wile praying to Allah asking for his help with this. This is a great responsibility and there not a being that rightfully discharge these duties without the help of Allah. May Allah make us like one being, such that khilafat and the community are not like two separate entities but they are just like a one beating heart and like one hand, and that we assist each other while falling and while rising and in all good works. May we try to set up everywhere we go high standards of worship of Allah. May we fill the mosques with worshipers, and may the hearts become enlightened with the remembrance of Allah. Conflicts and discords are completely removed and there no trace of them left. May a scene of such brotherhood and love should come into existence that could be the jaanna of this world. And when it is achieved it will enable us to experience the jannah of the next world. We will try our best to spread the message of the promised messiah and keep it alive. Those weaknesses that have crept in, we will try to remove them. And try to accomplish those good deeds that will bear new fruits every day.

When hearts make such resolutions then it brings in a new spirit of piety and righteousness in a person. And the truth is that this the true meaning of giving bait and this is the spirit and its philosophy. Otherwise, a Muslim should never have been required to take bait again. But there is a purpose behind it, if there was no purpose, then after rtaking the bait at the hands of our master the holy Prophet Muhammad SAW, Muslims should never have been required to take bait on the hand of the any of the khalifas. Therefore bait is necessary and it a sunnat that we have to keep alive. And the reason it is necessay is that when the heart is filled with pain and grief, the words of the bait give a new life to the soul. A new spirit is awakened. Giving bait is the time of a new life and this opportunity should be valued and should be left and ignored.

I feel something new in myself. Yesterday I felt that I died and an new person was born. I pray that this phenomena turns to into a revolution such that in every house a new spirit is born and the great task of bringing the whole world under the banner of Islam and defeating all the false gods is brought about by the new changes we bring in our selves by the grace of God. And so that we can present ourselves victorious before the throne of God on the day of judgment to be able say that our lord, nothing was ever due to our efforts, you alone did you bestow your favors on us, that you chose us, chose us small servants, out of your grace. May Allah give us the strength, Amen.    

